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able augury to the establishment of unity. Yet many
circumstances combined to bring about this final peace.
The removal of the scene of strife into France could not
but show that the contest was not absolutely necessary.
The quarrel had not spread into France, though the
feudal system prevailed there to the same if not greater
extent. In Prance had been found no great difficulty
in reconciling the free election of the bishops with their
allegiance in temporal concerns to their sovereign. The
princes of Germany began to discover that it was a
question of the Empire, not of the Emperor. When in
revolt, and some of them were always in revolt, the
alliance of the clergy, and the popularity which their
cause acquired by being upheld against an excommuni-
cated sovereign, had blinded them at first. They were
firm allies of the Pope, only because they were im-
placable enemies of the Emperor. The long contro-
versy had partly wearied, partly exhausted men's minds.
Some moderate views by prelates of authority and
learning and of undoubted churchmanship had made
strong impression. Hildebrand's vast plan of rendering
the clergy altogether independent of the temporal
power, not merely in their spiritual functions, but in
all the possessions which they then held or might here-
after obtain, and thereby becoming the rulers of the
world, was perhaps imperfectly understood by some of
the most ambitious, and deliberately rejected by some
zealous but less worldly ecclesiastics.

At first the aspect of affairs was singularly unpro-
mising ; the contending parties seemed to draw together
only to repel each other with more hostile violence.
The immediate recognition of Oalixtus by the great
German prelates, not his enemies alone but his adherents
also, warned Henry of the now formidable antagonist